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Synopsis

Fully revised and updated, the second edition of this popular text provides students with a
comprehensive introduction to Latino participation in US politics. Focusing on six Latino groups -
Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Cubans, Dominicans, Salvadorans, and Guatemalans - the book explores
the migration history of each group and shows how that experience has been affected by US foreign
policy and economic interests in each country of origin. The political status of Latinos on arrival in
the United States, including their civil rights, employment opportunities, and political incorporation, is
then examined. Finally, the analysis follows each groupA¢a -4,¢s history of collective mobilization
and political activity, drawing out the varied ways they have engaged in the US political system.
Using the tension between individual agency and structural constraints as its central organizing
theme, the discussion situates Latino migrants, and their children, within larger macro economic and
geo-political structures that influence their decisions to migrate and their ability to adapt socially,
economically, and politically to their new country. It also demonstrates how Latinos continually have
shown that through political action they can significantly improve their channels of opportunity. Thus,
the book encourages students to think critically about what it means to be a racialized minority
group within a majoritarian US political system, and how that position structures LatinosA¢a -a,¢

ability to achieve their social, economic, and political goals.
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Customer Reviews



"GarcAfA a Bedolla has given us the determinant must-have resource for any student of Latino
politics. Insightful, theoretically sophisticated, well-researched, but also highly accessible, this book
provides the most careful and complete analysis of Latinos’ political diversity, and of their growing
significance in American politics." Arlene DAfA|vila, New York University "Lisa GarcAfA a
Bedolla’s award-winning Latino Politics is quickly becoming a classic in its field. Rigorous yet
accessible, this updated edition does a masterful job analyzing the rich diversity of Latino
populations while also exploring the racialized contexts that bring them together. A must-have book
for scholars of Latino politics.” Cristina BeltrAfAjn, author of The Trouble With Unity "In my
academic department, Lisa GarcAfA a Bedolla’s Latino Politics has gained the status of sacred
text, as we teach our undergraduate students from it religiously. | eagerly awaited the second
edition and having read it from start to finish, | can say that it surpassed my expectations."

AdriAfAin Felix, University of California, Santa Cruz

Lisa Garcia Bedolla is ChancellorA¢a —4,¢s Professor of Education and Political Science at the

University of California, Berkeley

Not as engaging or well written as | had hoped. Compared to the typical textbook, this one is short

on graphics and not remotely engaging for students.

Outstanding book. Used this for my Latino politics course and it was a great read. Plenty of

information and a good way to gain knowledge of the Latino perspective.

Excellent read
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